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Katadutikn Nocog

©. Meonpépng

ANAYXKOITHZH

Movada YiepBapikng latpikng, A" TN.N. @ecoalovikng «Aytog TTavhog»

H Katadutikin Nocog (K.N.) eivat éva cuv-
Opopo 1ou owetletal ce tayeia eXdttwon tng
reptBaldovtikng mieong kat mpokaleitat petd
amd katdduon.

Owpetletat otov evdayyelakd oxnpatiopo
PUGAAdwV alwtou, To omolo dtalletal GToug
16TOoUG Kata tny Katdduon (avénon tng mieong )
Kat ekAvetat katd tyv avaduon (eAdttwon tng
rteong), MpokaAwvTag armoppalelg g KUKAo-
poplag.

H gAwviki ewova nepthapbavet exkdbnAooetg
aAlote Arteg amd TO PUOGKEAETIKO, Aeppixd
ovotna n 1o &éppa (K.N. Turou D), kat dAote

H kataduon ce peydAa Babn kat ot vrioba-
Aacoteg SpactnptdnTeg ToU avhpdITou prropouv
va rpoxaiécouv Otdyopeg dtatapayég g vyelag,
avarmpia n xat Oavaro.

H éykaipn Stdyvwon twv KatabuTtikoy “Gup-
Bapdtwv”, n cwoti mapoyn npontwy Bonbetmv kat
n éyxkaipn Stakoptdon kat Oepareia, eivat ama-
pattnteg mpolnobécelc yla thy KaAUtepn avti-
PETOIILGN TOUG.

Mua ard tig dtatapayég autég, N KataduTikn
VOGOC 11 VOGOG TV SUTOV 11 VOGO aItd arroGu-
priieon (Decompression sickness), dev eivat 16t-
altepa yvwotn otnv atpikn kotvevia, mapd
PEYAAN OUYVOTNTA TWV EPAGLTEXVIKOV KAl EI1AY-
VEAPATIK®OV KATadUGEWY, TOGO GTOV eAANVIKO HGO
Kat 6to Otebvn Yopo.

H at&non, 16iwg toug Bepivolg pnveg, twv
KATaOUTIKGOV OpacTtnplotntewy Kal N GTATIOTIKA
avapevopevn avfnpévn eppavion MepLoTATIKGY [E
KataduTikn VOGO, armoTéAecE TNV apoppn yla pla
GUVOIITIKNA avaypopd otnv raboyévela, GUPITT®-
patodoyia kat Oeparteia tng vOHGOU autng.

Op1opog

H xatadutikn voécog eivat éva kAvikd cUv-
Opopo e nmowkiAdouoa Bapvtnta kat ouprrtwpa-

coBapég amod Tov eyképado, To vwtiaio puelod, to
KUKAOWPOpKO cuotnpa kat toug mveupoveg (K.N.
Tumou 1D, 6nwg mapaduen, shock n kat Odvaro.

H Oeparteia cuvictatat otny armoxkatdctacn
TWV POOAOYIKGY AIOOUVAIKAOY OlaTapayov pe
Oeparrevtikn emavacuprieon ce YrepBapixn
Movada xat yopnynon vriepBapikot ofuyovou.
H enavacupriieon rpoxaiei 6tdAvon twv Yucah-
AMOwV Kat 4pon Twv aroppaKTiKOV PAVOPEVRY,
evey tautdypova OteukoAUvetat n ofuydovmon Twv
uo KoV 16TV Aoyw tng aufnpévng Stapopdg
6tayuong tou unepBapikov ofuyovou.
Irrrroxpdreia 2000, 4 (1): 14-18

todoyia, mou oyeiletat ce tayela eAattwon g
niteong (P) tou mepibdAdovtog .

[TpotndHeon yia tnv eppdvion tng elvat n
KaTaduon pe autOvopn avarveuGTIKA GUGKEUN
(ptddeg + puBpiotig), n n unoBplyta mapoyn
oTov dUTN avarveuoTikoU Piypatog.

duoctodoyia Twv Katadlcewv

To avBporrvo copa 6éxetat, 6To emmedo g
ernpavelag g Halacoag, v entdpaon tng atpo-
oypatpikng mieong [1 Atpocpaipa (1 ATM) = 760
mm Hg].

Katd v katdduon, n P rou &éyetat o auto-
outng aufavet katd 1 ATM ava 10 pétpa. Xe Babog
m.y. 30 pétpwv o dutng Séyetat tnv eridpaon
4/m\aotag P GUYKPLUTIKA pe auTn TTou O€yetat oTny
enupaveta tng Baiaccag (3 ATM n P tou urep-
Kelpevou vepoU + 1 ATM n P tng atpdoypatrpag).

H katadutiki Guckeun Yopnyei avarveuotikod
piypa pe P ion pe v P tou nieptBaidovrog, 6nA.
v P nou avtietoyel oto exdotote Babog.

H Suvatdtnta auti emttpénet tny katdduon
oe peydia Babn (> 400 pétpa), pe efetdikeupéva
avamnveuoTika piypata kat avaloyo eComAopod,
Ywpic va dnploupyovvtat mmpobAnpata and tnv
apeon eridpacn tng e€wTePKAG Miecng 61O GHPA
(cUvOAwN).
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H peydAn P tou niepiBallovrtog, katd tig kata-
dvoelg Ge peyada BaOn, Sev cuvOAiBet to copa
tou dUtn, yia toug efng Adyoug
a) ot weToi cuvictavtatl, otny mAetownypia Toug,

KAt Peyalo mocoato, anod vepd (60-65 %)

Kal, WG €K TOUTOU, eivatl acUPITieaTol.

B) n mAnpwon Twv agpopopwy KOLAOTATWY TOU
owPatog tou dutn (rvelpoveg, typopeta, K.AI1.)

PE TO elonvedpevo plypa, to omnoio éxet P ion

pe tnv P tou mepiBailovtog, efoudetepivet

Tig e€wTeptkég méoelg mou ackouvtat amnd

Oheg Tig kateuBuvoelg (Nopog tou Pascal).

[Tépav dpwg ard Tig dpeceg emdOpacelg Tng
nieong, onpavtikd podo otnv mabowpuctioloyia
Twv KatadVoewv otadpapatifouv ot épeceg ert-
Opdcelg tng, ot omoieg Kat elvat kaBoploTikég
otnv rmaboyéveta tng K.N.! Ot emdpdoelg avtég
opeilovtal 6To yeyovog Ot ta adpavn aépla Sta-
Aovtat ota Brodoyikd vypd.

Katd v eféMén tng kataduong, n oAikn P
TOU eloIvedpevou piypatog agplwv au€dverat mpo-
odeutika, (avéroya pe to Babog), pe armotéAeopa
v avnon tng pePIKNG rieong tou adpavoug
aeplou, cuvnbwg tou alwrtou (N,), oTlg KUeAi-
O€g.

Auto cuvendyetat t Snploupyia plag mpoo-
deutikd aufavopévng olapopag P (gradient) tou
adpavoug agpiou amo Tig KuweAideg 11pog to atpa
Kal TOUg 1oToug Kat avdhoyn atfnon tng Guyké-
VIpwong tou agplou mou eivat Stakupévo Gtoug
1oToug 23,

H nmocodtnta tou agpiou mou StalUetat eivat
avdloyn tng peplkng Ttou mieong (VOpog tou
Henry), aAAd efaprtdrtat kat amd 1o eidog tou
16ToU Kat 1o Ypovo Spdong tng rteong avtng 6to
uypo (aipa, totol k.A.mm), SnAadn ard t 61dp-
Kela Tng katdduong 4.

Avtifeta, katd tv avaduon, n Stapopd tg P
Tou abpavoug agpiou amoktd avticTpopn KaTtev-
Buvon -arod Toug 16Tovg mPog Tig KuweAideg, Adyw
eAdttwong tg P tou meptBdAdovrog. 'Etot, to
aéplo amopakpuVeTal MPOOdEUTIKA aATd TOUG
1oToUG, Péow g PAeBikng kuklowoplag, mpog
T Kuwelibeg, amod Ommou exmvéetal 6tadtakd.

H Swadikacia autn, thg mpoodeuTIKNG AIto-
pakpuvong tou N, rou eivat Stadupévo otoug
16ToUg, ovopddetat amocuprrieon [decompres-
sion] 234,

Katadutikn NoGog

Av n P tou epiBdrAovtog edattwdei Eapvika,
6nAadn av n avaduon yivet andtopa, Oev mapé-

YETAL APKETOHG XPOVOG Yld TNV MPOOOEVTIKN AITo-
paxpuvon tou N,. To aépto, rmou analdacoerat
a6 Ty rieon mou to Kpatd ce SidAuon, peta-
nintet tayéwg amnd tn Otadupévn oplakn tou
poppn ce PucaiAideg mou GuppEOUV GTOUG
16TOUG, OIOU &lval GUYKEVTpwEVO. Avaloyo pat-
vopevo napouctdlouv ta agptlolya motd, étav
apatpeitatl to Karrdkt, onodte mméytet n P otnv ernt-
Ppavetla tou uypou Kat dnptoupyeitat amdtopn Ota-
popd mieong ard 1o GldAupa Tou moTou MIPOg TNV
atpdéowaipa, pe amotédecpa to padlkd Gynpati-
GO PUGAANOWV.

O oynpatiopdg pucarAidwy propet, avaloya
pe tov aptBpod kat tnv meployn Orou autég oxn-
patidovtat, va eivat aGUPITTPATIKOG N va mupo-
00TNGEL P4 Gelpd PUGIKOYNPIKDV Kat Bloloyt-
KoV avtidpdoewy, ot omoleg mpoxkalovv BAabec,
rou exdnAwvovtat KAk pe Stapopa cUPIITH-
pata. Ta cuprtopata avtd priopet va etvat nina,
onwg apBpalyieg n cobBapd, énwg mapdiuon,
péxpt kat Bdvatog #3445,

IMaBoyuctodoyia tng Katadutikng NéGou

O oxnpatiopdg pucadAidbwy adpavoig agpiou
oTo atpa ovvendyetat:

1. Ayyetakn anoypaln, Slakorm g apatiking
pong kat oyatpikn BAGBn otev Kat

2. Evepyornoinon twv AeUKOKUTTAPWY, TWV Alpo-
retaAioy, Tou pnyavicpou méng, Tou GUGTN-

PATog TOU GUUMANPOPATOG Kat AAAWY apuvTi-

KOV PNYaAvIGPOV TOU OpyaviGHou.

AMOTéNEGPA TV MAPAIIave OlEPYAGLEV Kat TG
aMnleridpaong toug eivat Statapayég g pikpo-
KuxkAowpopiag, avténon tng dtarmepatdTNTAg TwV
pLyoeldwyv, 1oTIKO oldnpa kat 1oTikég BAGReg -
LOXALPLKOU Kupiwg Turmou >0,

To kevipikd veupikd ocvotnpa (K.N.XZ.), 16wai-
Tepa o vwrtiatog puelog, mapouctadet peydin
eunaBela otig dSratapayég mou mpokaiet n K.N,
e€ attiag tng 01adovoag ayyeiwong kat tng avén-
pévng cuykévipwong pucaAAidwv ota plebika
Tou nAéypata, kabag kat efatriag tng mlovotag
MEPLEKTIKOTNTAG TOU GE AUTOELON MOU €YOUV
peydAn amofnkevutikn tkavotnta oe. Otadupéva
agpta 4o,

KAwviknl etkéva

Ta cupmtopata xat onpeta tng K.N. eppavi-
Covtat, avdroya pe tav Baputnta tng npocBoAng,
15 éwg 30 Aerrta 1 kat apketég opeg (péxpt 360
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opeg) peTd v avaduon. Opwg 6e MocooTtod 95%
napouctadovat eviog Tou MpoHTou 6wpou.

Kd&Oe cvpntwpa nou eppavidetar petda amnd
ékBeon ce aunpévn nteon, 660 acawég Kal acu-
viiBieto kat av eivat, 8a mpénet va Bewpeitat kat
va avtpetwnidetat oav K.N., péxpig anoddeéng
ToU evavtiou 40,

H kAwikn eikova tg K.N. Swakpiverat, yia
O16akTiKoUg Adyoug, ce a) Tumou I (Armeg pop-
wég) kat B) Tumou 1T (coBapég popwég). Og 161-
altepn popyn ouprepthapBaverat otnv K.N. n
epBoAn aépa, avaypepdpevn kat wg K.N. Tumou
I 6tav cuvunapyet je v aptyn KN

H K.N. Turou I niepthapBavet ekbnAadoetlg amd
TO HUOGKEAETIKO GUOTNPA, TO Aepplkd cuotnpa
kat 1o 6éppa (rivakag 1) °. ExdnAdverat cuvn-
Bwg ce éva dkpo, pe mdvo mou moikiddet Ge
évtaon kat elvat, wg emnt to nmieictov, meptapbpt-
KOG (Opog, aykovag, yovato K.A.I1.) Kat Mpoo-
deutikd au€avopevng évraong. Ot Aeppikég exdn-
Awoetg eivat armotédeopa ardppalng Aeppayyeiwy
a6 pucaidideg. TepthapBavouy Aeppoidnpa ce
OLaPopeg TEPLOYEG TOU GwpaAtog Kat Otdykwon
opadwv Aeppadévwv pe cuvodd movo. Ta deppa-
TIKA cuprtopata eivat kvnopog kat efavnpara,
Aoyw andyppalng (amd YucadMdeg) twv preBov
Tou &éppatog. Xapaktnptlotikd eivat éva epubnpa
otn payn n to otbog, mou cuvodevetat amd
YPappoetdn moppupdypoa evivnopata. H eikova
autn Guvodevel Guyva g Bapltepeg HOPYPEG.

IMivakag 1. KAwvikn ekova Katadutkng
Nooou Tnou 1

MuockedeTikod cvotnpa: meptapbpikoi movot (Opog, ayko-
vag, yovato K.A.I1.)

Aeppikd ovotnpa: Aeppoidonpa, StOyKwon opddwv Aep-
padévwy pe Guvodo MOV

Aéppa: Kvnopog Kat efavOnpata

H K.N. Torou II mapouctadet ekSnAHGELS mou
patvovrtat otov mivaka 2.

1. TTveupovikn popyn (chokes)

Ot kAvikég eKONA®MGELG TNG POPYPAG AUTAG
ouvictavtat ce Briya, Svcrvola- tayvnvola, Bwpa-
KIKO dAyog, aiporrtuon xKat unofatpia kat oyei-
Aovtat oe amdypaln TwV IVEUPOVIKOV TPLYOEL-
0wV anod PYucadAideg N,, pe ermakdhoubo avfnon
TWV IIVEUPOVIKOV AYYELAKOV avTloTAcEmV (ITveu-
povikn uréptacn), cucriacn twv Bpoyytoiev kat
nieptbpoyyikd oidnpa. Ot nabopuctodoyikég autég
petaBoléc cuverntayovtal Baptd Siatapayn tng 61d-

YUong twv agpiwv otov nvevpova, dnAadn avénon
TOU "PUGLOAOYIKOU" VEKPOU XWPOU Kal EAATTWGN
NG GXEONG AEPLOPOU - AIATWONG JE artoTéAecpa
Bapia vnofatpia >°.

H katdAnyn peydAng éKTacng g MVEUPOVL-
KNG ayyetakng kottng amd pucairideg mpokalet
10 "katadutikd ARDS" (Acute Respiratory Distress
Syndrome), tou oroiou n poyvwon eivat Bapia.

Iivakag 2. KAwvikn ekova Katadutkng
Noocou Tiunou 11

[Tveupovikn popwn (chokes): Bryag, dvomvola - tayv-
mvola, Owpakikd dlyog, aportucn kat vmoatpia
Neupoloyikn popwpn: @) kepahadyia, iAyyot, epBoég tov
otwv, B) Statapayég g dpacng, TOu IPOGAVATOAL-
GpoU, Tng GUHIIEPLYPOPAG Kal Tng toopporiag,
V) atedntikég Sratapayés twv Katw axkpwv (mapat-
6Onoieg, vnateOnoieg), puikn abuvapia kat Statapa-
YEG TNG KIVNTIKOTNTAG, PEXPL Kal rapandpeon i napa-

mAnyia pe cuvobég opBokuotikég Glatapayég

KuxAowpopikd Shock

Aotiég popyég: @) mpocBoln Tou éow wtdg, B) éviovn
CWPATIKA KONwon, y) ofug mdvog 6Ty 0GPULKA N
KOWAlaKn ywpa, K.4.

2. Neupoloyikn popyn

H veupoAoyikn oupntwpatoloyia Kkat onpeto-
Moyla exdnAdvetal cav cuvéretla Tng oTKAG BAG-
Bng kat avtiotowel otnv meptoyn tou KN.X., n
omoila vréotn v mpocboin. Ta cuvnbéctepa
oupntopata kat onpeia eivat kepaiatyia, tAwy-
you, epboég Twv BTwv, dtatapayég tng dpaocng,
TOU ITPOCAVATOAIGHOU, TNG GUPIIEPPOPAG KAl TG
toopporrtag (eykepalikn ovppetoy) f ateOnri-
kéG Statapayég twv Katw dkpwv (mapatobnoieg,
vnateBnoieg), puikn aduvapia kat dStatapayég tng
KLVNTIKOTNTAG, PEXPL KAl MApardpecn n mapa-
mnyla pe 6uvodég opbokucTikég Statapayég (Gup-
petoyn tou vwtiaiou puelol). Mropel dpwg va
GUVUIIAPYOUV Olatapayég tng Kukhowopiag kat
g avarvong, pe emakdbloubo tnv eykatactacn
jn avactpéping etkovag oo,

3. Kukdowopikd Shock

To shock cuvodelet cuvnBwg v mveupovikn
popwpni kat etvat n BapUtepn kat cuyva Bavatn-
popog exdniwon tng K.N. Xtnv maboyéveld tou
ocuppetéyouv a) uvnoBolatpia, mou eivat amoté-
Aeopa avnong g TpLyoeldIkng Starepatdtntag,
pe enakdloubo tny efayyeiwon mAdepatog kat
TNV AlpoGUPITUKVeGoN, B) ammiela Tou ayyetakou
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TOVOU, TToU efvatl arotéAecpa mpocBoAng Tou vwti-
alou puelov, y) katactoA tou puokapdiou, rmou
elvat amotédecpa vnofiag kat oféwong kat 6) n
ofeta mveupovikn BAGRN °.

4. Aouriég poppég

AN\eg drtunieg popyég mou cuvnbwg Guvodes-
OUV TIG ponyoupeveg, eivat: a) n mpocbBodn tou
éow wtOg -Otaitepn popypn K.N.-; mou exdnAo-
vetat ouvinBwg ce Kataduoelg pe el0ka piypata
agpiwv, B) n évtovn cwpatikn kéIwon, y) o ofug
MOVOG GTNV OGYULKN 1 KOIAAKA Xopa, K.A.°

EpBoAn aépa

H epboin aépa (E.A.) cupriepthapBavetat otnv
K.N., Myw tng xotvng Oepameutikng mpoGeyyti-
ONg KAl TNG eUKALPLAKNG ouvunaplng tng pe tav
K.N. - tnovu 11

[TpokaAeitat and pnén twv KuweAidwv tou
nvevpova (Bapotpalipa), ce mepItwoelg tayeiag
avaduong tou SUTn pe Kpatnpévn avarvon, orote
avfavetat Spapatikd n evdorveupovikn mieon. EE
aMou, n epBoAn eivat duvatov va mpoxkAndel kat
@) ard 61dvolén Tou woeldOUG TPNPATOG, GE MEPL-
MITOOELG TTOU autd elvat Povo AEITOUPYLKA KAEL-
0tO Kat ofegla £yKaTAGTAGN PEGOKOAMIKNG EITL-
kowwviag, e€attiag mveupovikng uréptaong i B)
S1avolEn evOOIIVEUPOVIK®DY avatopikmy shunts >0,

Eilvat to coBapdtepo katadutikd atiynpa kat
rpokadei, GUVNAOWG, MOAUECTIAKN IGXALIKA EYKE-
pahikn BAABN, wg errakdbAoubo tng epBoAng eyke-
Palkdv ayyelwy pe aépa, 1ou elGépyetat otn
oUCTNPATIKA KUKAowopia pe évav amd toug pnya-
viepoug mou avapépbnkav. ExdnAovetat apéowg
petd tnv avaduon, tautdypova pPE GUUITOPATA
nvevpoBwpaka (dtav mpokvntet ard pnén Kuype-
MOwV), eite pe eoTaKn VEUPONOYIKN onpetooyia
(nputhnyia, oracpot K.4.), eite pe Swatapayég tng
avarvong Kat tTng KukAowpopiag n kat og Kopd,
avaloya pe t Bapvtnta kat tnv evromon ng
eykewpaAikng mpocBoing. H Stayvwon tg E.A.
Baciletatl oto 10TOPIKO KAl TNV KAWVIKN €1KOVA
kat emBePatdvetal pe BubBookdrnon (rmapoucia
epboAwv cta ayyeia tou Bubov), afovikn n payvn-
Tk topoypapia 1 pe to "SPECT" (Single Photon
Emission Computed Tomography) gykepalou >°.

O¢epaneia

H avtipetomnion tng K.N. cuvictatatat @) 6tn
Oeparrevtikn enavaouprieon tou SUTN o€ UrEp-

Bapikd BaAapo, pe okomnod v enavadtdAuon twv
PUGAANOwV Kat Tnv dpon €16l TwV AImoWpPaKTi-
KOV patvopévwy, B) otnv vnootnpién tng ava-
vong kat tng Kuxkdowoplag kat y) tnv mpoo-
Sevtikn arropdkpuven tou adpavolg agplou, pécw
g avarvong 7.

H npovocokopetakn Bepareutikn mapépbaon
(katd v petapopd tou dUTN amd Tov TOMO TOU
atuynpatog oto Balapo) cuvictatat Ge yopriynon
O, kat vypdv xat Stadpapartidel ouclacTikd podAo
otn Baputnta tng tehikd eykabiotapevng KAwvi-
KNG elkdvag 78,

H Oepareia otnv Yrepbapikn Movada arro-
oKkoriel oTnv:

@) Anokatdotacn Twv atJodUVApIKOV Kal atja-
todoyikwv Otatapaywv [unmoBolapia, atpoou-
pmukvwon, dtatapayég mifngl, pe t yopn-
ynon Seftpavng, vypov, TAAGHATOG, avtiat-
porIeTaAakoy, nrapiving YapnAou poptakou
Bapoug, KOPTIKOGTEPOEIO®HY Kal eIl OAl-
youpiag i mveupovikot otdnpatog, Stoupnti-
K(;)V 7,8?10.

B) Epappoyn katdAAnAng mieong, cUppwva jie
€101KOUG MIVAKEG, Pe GTOXO TN GPIKPUVeN TwV
PUGAAAOWY Kal Tov IMeploplopd, 1oL, TwV
ayyelakov anoppdlewny, HoTe va Arrokata-
otabei n pikpokuklowopia kat n apdevon Twv
16TV 78,

V) Ofuydvwon UNoEIKGV LOTIKOV MTEPLOXDY, PECK
tou unepBapikoll ofuyodvou mou mpokalei
avénon tng aptnplakng P tou O, Kat €161 Tou
"gradient" Stayuong tou 1.

0) EAdTtwon tou peyéBoug twv aepiwv epboAwv,
pe tn SteukdAuvon Tng dtayvong tou adpa-
voug agpiou amd Tig YucsarAideg mmpog To mept-
Bardov (av&non tng Stapopdg peptkng rie-
ONG TOU €V AOY® agPiou Amod TNV e0WTEPIKN
pog v efWTEPIKN EMPAVELd TV PUGAAAL-
Swv) 8910,

H npdéyvwon eivat avaloyn pe t Bapitnta
™G KAMVIKNG lkdvag, v éxtacn twv PAabov kat
TO XPOVO TOU peGoAdBnce ard vy eppdvion g
K.N. péxpt tav évapén tng Bepaneiag. To moco-
oTO amokatdactaong MmoikiAdet and 64 Ewg
95% 1°.

H npoAnyn tng K.N. eivat akpwg arrotede-
opatikn, 6tav tTnpouvtat avoctnpd ot Kavoveg
kataduong 6nAadn ta dpla YpOvou mapapovig
oto avtictotyo BaBog, wote va amowpevyetat n
cuccwpeucn adpavoug agpiou GToug toToug °.
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ABSTRACT

Mesimeris Th. Decompression sickness.
Hippokratia 2000, 4 (1): 14-18

Decompression sickness (DCS) is due to
formation of air bubbles in tissues and blood,
following rapid reduction of the environmental
pressure. DCS includes every clinical syndrome
following inadequate decompression. Type I DCS
is characterized by mild clinical symptoms such
as limb pain, lymphatic and cutaneous
manifestations. Type II DCS is characterized by
severe neurological and cardiorespiratory
symptoms or even shock, and can sometimes be
fatal. Arterial gaseous embolism, following pulmo-
nary overinflation, is the most serious diving
accident and is considered as type III of DCS.
Intravascular air bubbles interact with endo-
thelium and blood constituents, leading to a)
increased capillary permeability, extravasation
and hemoconcentration, b) activation of the
coagulation cascade and DIC (disseminated
intravascular coagulation) and ¢) denaturation of
plasma proteins. These alterations result in serious
impairment of the microcircu-lation and severe
ischemic tissue damage. The treatment of DCS
consists of recompression in a hyperbaric
chamber, in order to minimize air bubble size
through the increased ambient pressure and
hyperbaric oxygenation of the cells. An equally
important goal of the treatment of the DCS is the
restoration of the intravascular fluid volume and
the rheological properties of blood.
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